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work ethics, tenacity, and love of Alaska by a 
Pioneer of Alaska Aviation. Today, I stand in 
recognition and honor Mr. Cliff Everts. 

Mr. Everts was an instructor for the prede-
cessor of Alaska Airlines, Alaska Star Airlines. 
In 1945 he joined the team of Wien Alaska fly-
ing Boeing 247s and Lockheed Lodestars 
hauling fuel from Barrow to Umiat and after 15 
years saw an opportunity to begin his first 
business experience. When Wien’s business 
plan dropped fuel delivery, he purchased one 
of the C–46s and continued delivering fuel to 
Alaska’s villages. Wien was lucky to keep Mr. 
Everts as one of their team until 1980 when 
he retired after 35 years and 30,000 hours in 
a cockpit. 

Mr. Everts has flown at forty below tempera-
tures, through dark days and nights, in snow, 
sleet, and rain, to supply the needs of village 
residents. He is a true Alaskan with a frontier 
spirit. 

One of the most interesting adventures of 
Cliff was delivering 110 reindeer from Nome to 
Colorado so that people in the ‘‘lower forty- 
eight’’ could experience a Santa Clause sleigh 
ride. Somewhere today there are decedents of 
one of the escapees there in Colorado along 
with our Alaskan wolves! 

Cliff also gave new meaning to ‘‘when pigs 
fly’’ when he delivered several dozen pigs in 
a C–46 from Ohio to Big Delta for a farm 
project. 

As a committed Alaskan, he realized early 
the opportunity in our State and the value of 
our resources, our people, and our commod-
ities. He purchased surplus equipment and re-
sold or rented it. His renowned collection of 
planes with historical nose art, which are still 
flying today, is an example in recycling and 
honorable use of assets, when others may 
have disregarded them for lack of value. 

Cliff has contributed to Alaska with the cre-
ation of more than one successful company; 
the leadership today exemplifies his integrity, 
values, commitment to community and family, 
and love for our State and Country. Cliff and 
his planes have provided fuel to villages and 
mines, while not only improving quality of life, 
but often saving life. Our State would be less 
today without you and Pioneers like him. 

I rise today to congratulate Mr. Cliff Everts 
on this day as we place a plaque and memory 
in perpetuity on the East Ramp of the Fair-
banks International Airport. 
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THE 40TH ANNIVERSARY OF 
CENTER POINT 

HON. JOHN SULLIVAN 
OF OKLAHOMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 22, 2011 

Mr. SULLIVAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
commemorate the 40th anniversary of Center 
Point and Dr. Sushma Taylor who serves as 
President and CEO. Center Point was founded 
in 1971 as a private, not-for-profit corporation 
which offers rehabilitation and a spectrum of 
health and social services to high risk families, 
men, women, women with dependent children 
and youth. Since its founding, Center Point 
has served over 450,000 men, women, fami-
lies and veterans. 

Center Point’s mission is to provide com-
prehensive social, educational, vocational, 
medical, psychological, housing and rehabilita-

tion services to combat social problems includ-
ing substance abuse, poverty and unemploy-
ment. Center Point provides rehabilitation and 
treatment services to interrupt abusive cycles 
of psychological, social and economic disloca-
tion by providing critical training and support 
so that individuals can claim self-worth and 
dignity through accountability and self-respon-
sibility. 

Center Point’s leader, Dr. Taylor, first joined 
Center Point as its Executive Director in 1981. 
Dr. Taylor has sought to create opportunities 
and help individuals and families overcome 
the barriers of drug and alcohol abuse, home-
lessness, criminal justice involvement, unem-
ployment, poor health and mental health prob-
lems to make a positive contribution to soci-
ety. Under Dr. Taylor’s leadership, Center 
Point has grown to develop and provide a 
wide array of services to those in need in Cali-
fornia, Oklahoma, Texas, and Louisiana. 

Oklahoma’s female incarceration rate ranks 
number one in the Nation and in my district 
Center Point is making a difference with the 
Tulsa Women’s Program. The burgeoning pro-
gram helps women transition away from the 
criminal justice system and back into society. 
Center Point, the Tulsa Women’s Program 
and the passionate leadership of Dr. Taylor 
provide countless inspiring examples of how 
treatment and rehabilitation can work to re-
store dignity to an individual and help people 
take responsibility for their own lives. 

I am grateful for the contributions of Center 
Point and Dr. Taylor as we commemorate 
their 40th anniversary and their positive and 
lasting contributions to society. 
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A TRIBUTE TO PRINCIPAL DALE 
BARNHILL 

HON. TOM LATHAM 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 22, 2011 

Mr. LATHAM. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize Iowa’s excellence in education, and 
to specifically congratulate Norwalk High 
School Principal Dale Barnhill of Norwalk, 
Iowa, for being named Iowa High School Prin-
cipal of the year by the School Administrators 
of Iowa. 

Dale Barnhill’s vision for becoming a teach-
er began to take form after graduating from 
Twin Cedars High School in Bussey, Iowa. 
Dale would then graduate from Iowa State 
University with a bachelor’s degree in history 
and then from Northeast Missouri State Uni-
versity with a master’s degree in guidance and 
counseling. After earning his administrative 
certification from Iowa State, Dale began his 
career in Iowa as a teacher and a coach at 
Ringsted Community School. Dale would go 
on to attain his first administrative position in 
Winthrop, Iowa, and later serve as the Assist-
ant Principal at Pella High School in Pella, 
Iowa. Mr. Barnhill’s entire career in education 
has been in Iowa and our state has benefited 
greatly from it. 

Since Dale joined Norwalk Schools in 1998, 
the high school has enjoyed more than a dec-
ade of positive growth. Mr. Barnhill’s work with 
improving the high school and its students has 
directly led to the increased quality of Nor-
walk’s programs. Additionally, Dale took Nor-
walk High School into the 21st century by im-

plementing electronic portfolios for students to 
facilitate exit interviews for graduating seniors 
and an improved method for calculating class 
rank. Mr. Barnhill has not been shy about 
pushing students to challenge themselves 
academically, and the result has been demon-
strably effective for both students and the 
school itself. 

Mr. Speaker, I consider it a great honor to 
represent Norwalk High School Principal Dale 
Barnhill, the teachers, students, school board 
members and administrators of the Norwalk 
Community School District in the United 
States Congress. I wish Mr. Barnhill and all of 
Norwalk High School continued academic ex-
cellence as they continue to have a positive 
impact on the future leaders of our state and 
country. 
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CELEBRATING THE END OF DON’T 
ASK, DON’T TELL 

HON. JANICE D. SCHAKOWSKY 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 22, 2011 

Ms. SCHAKOWSKY. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to mark the end of the discriminatory 
Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell policy, and to celebrate 
that qualified men and women who have the 
desire to serve their country can no longer be 
denied simply because of sexual orientation. 

Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell limited the ability of our 
armed forces to recruit and retain talented 
Americans. Hundreds of men and women with 
critical abilities, including language skills, have 
been discharged under this policy. 

Meanwhile, many of our closest allies have 
demonstrated that allowing open service does 
not harm unit cohesion or military perform-
ance. 

Most importantly, Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell insti-
tutionalized discrimination in our military. It 
was a policy that forced men and women to lie 
about their identity in order to serve their 
country. 

As of this week, no one is prohibited from 
serving the country they love because of 
whom they love. 

f 

HONORING THE 50TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE BOYS & GIRLS 
CLUBS OF LAS VEGAS 

HON. SHELLEY BERKLEY 
OF NEVADA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 22, 2011 

Ms. BERKLEY. Mr. Speaker, today I urge 
my colleagues to join me in recognizing the 
50th anniversary of the Boys & Girls Clubs of 
Las Vegas. 

The Boys & Girls Clubs of Las Vegas 
opened their first club in 1961 in a casino 
basement in North Las Vegas and today 
serves over 14,000 children in eight dedicated 
facilities throughout Clark County. 

Their mission is to enable all young people 
to reach their full potential as productive, car-
ing, responsible citizens. Several of the Clubs 
are placed to serve the neighborhoods, where 
children are most at-risk for educational and fi-
nancial failure, drug and alcohol abuse, gang 
involvement, and teen pregnancy. 
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Many children come home to an empty 

house while their parents are at work. It is im-
portant for those children to know that they 
have a place to go where people care for 
them. That is where the Boys & Girls Clubs of 
Las Vegas fills a vital role. 

Their programs engage young people in ac-
tivities with adults, peers, and family members 
that enable them to grow and flourish. Based 
on the interests and needs of the boys and 
girls they serve, clubs offer diverse program 
activities in five areas: character and leader-
ship development, education and career de-
velopment, the arts, sports, fitness and recre-
ation, and health and life skills. 

A survey conducted on the Boys & Girls 
Clubs determined that over half of the adults 
that participated in Club events as children at-
tributed the Boys & Girls Clubs to saving their 
lives. Eighty percent said they learned right 
and wrong from a member of the Club staff. 

While many Club alumni have achieved dis-
tinction in fields such as entertainment, busi-
ness, politics, and sports, the average alum-
nus is not famous. Most have achieved suc-
cess by getting an education, raising families, 
serving their country, pursuing careers, and 
supporting their communities. 

The Boys & Girls Clubs of Las Vegas uses 
a lineup of tested and proven nationally recog-
nized programs that address today’s most 
pressing youth issues, teaching young people 
the skills they need to succeed in life. 

Nearly a third of the Clubs’ members who 
participate in the homework assistance and tu-
toring program are on their schools’ honor 
rolls. Most importantly, those children have a 
safe place they can stay while their parents 
are at work. 

As the Representative for Nevada’s First 
Congressional District, it gives me immense 
pride to recognize the 50th anniversary of the 
Boys & Girls Clubs of Las Vegas. 
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HONORING DR. JERRY PREVO FOR 
40 YEARS OF SERVICE 

HON. DON YOUNG 
OF ALASKA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 22, 2011 

Mr. YOUNG of Alaska. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor Dr. Jerry Prevo and the 40 
years of service he has given to the Anchor-
age Baptist Temple community in Alaska 
where he is the pastor of one of the State’s 
largest and most active churches. Sporting an 
auditorium able to seat over 2,000 people and 
a regular congregation of 2,200 it is difficult to 
imagine the church’s very humble origins. 

The church was founded as the Bible Bap-
tist Church in 1956 by Missionary Don White 
who oversaw a congregation of 300 people 
until, in 1971, a young graduate of the Baptist 
Bible College in Springfield, Missouri, was 
called. In just a few short years under his 
careful and dutiful stewardship, Pastor Prevo 
saw attendance increase rapidly, until there 
was just no more room. 

He needed to do something about it. In 
1973 he proposed to move the church to their 
present location on Northern Lights Boule-
vard—a magnificent 20-acre estate. The com-
munity needed a church, the church needed 
the community. Answering the call, the new 
building was built, largely, by hundreds of 

church members who freely volunteered their 
time and talents in an outstanding example of 
community-wide cooperation. It was then that 
the church was renamed Anchorage Baptist 
Temple. 

Pastor Prevo, always committed to the edu-
cation of future generations, saw the oppor-
tunity to found the Anchorage Christian 
Schools. Within just 5 years more classrooms 
and a gymnasium had to be built due to its 
massive popularity. Decades later the school 
and the Children’s Ministry Center consists of 
26 classrooms, a 300-seat gymnasium, library, 
music department, computer lab, and a chem-
istry lab over a 350,000 square feet com-
plex—all built from the community’s generous 
donations with no debt incurred. The Christian 
School now has over 750 students as well as 
a Sunday school, a preschool and all-day child 
care. 

In the midst of running a school and a 
church the Pastor Prevo took the time to pur-
sue a Doctor of Divinity degree at Hyles An-
derson College and the Liberty Baptist Theo-
logical in 1978 and 1993, respectively. He ex-
panded his community work to philanthropy by 
serving on the Board of Samaritan’s Purse 
and on the Board of Liberty University in Vir-
ginia. 

Today, through three radio stations, a con-
temporary Christian music station, and a tele-
vision station he can be seen and heard daily 
by over half the population of Alaska. 

On a personal note, Pastor Prevo has been 
there for me during some tough times. The 
loss of my wife, Lu, was sudden and painful 
and Pastor Prevo helped by offering the use 
of the Anchorage Baptist Temple and its ability 
to broadcast to a good portion of the State for 
her memorial service. In the two years since 
her passing I have come to rely on his spir-
itual leadership and guidance. 

As a result of his far-reaching state-wide 
community work and success in reforming and 
growing one of Alaska’s largest churches, and 
his extensive outreach in Europe and the Mid-
dle East, the Alaska Journal of Commerce has 
listed him as one of the 25 most influential in-
dividuals in Alaska. 

Dr. Jerry Prevo has always worked hard 
and been nothing but loyal to his community 
and church and I commend him for his 40 
years of service. 
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RECOGNIZING THE CITY OF ROSE-
BUD ON ITS CENTENNIAL ANNI-
VERSARY 

HON. BLAINE LUETKEMEYER 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 22, 2011 

Mr. LUETKEMEYER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize the city of Rosebud, lo-
cated in Gasconade County in Missouri, as 
the community will be celebrating its centen-
nial anniversary. 

What is now the city of Rosebud was orga-
nized in 1911, receiving its name from the wild 
rose bushes that reside in the community. By 
1911, Rosebud had expanded to considerable 
size because of the Rock Island Railroad, 
farming, clay mining, selling wood to kilns in 
St. Louis and many other industrious endeav-
ors of the time. A number of citizens wished 
to have their village incorporated in Gas-

conade County, so they sent a letter to the 
County Court in Hermann. Within the year, the 
city received incorporation. Over the years, 
Rosebud’s population, infrastructure and eco-
nomic activity have increased. 

Over the past century, industries such as 
antique and craft shops, restaurants, churches 
and thoroughfare from Highway 50 have sup-
ported the town. Today, Finale International 
Tool Inc. is the top employer in the commu-
nity. The proud community of Rosebud is 
home to 378 residents. 

In closing, I ask all my colleagues to join me 
in wishing the residents of the city of Rosebud 
congratulations on their centennial anniver-
sary. 
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OUR UNCONSCIONABLE NATIONAL 
DEBT 

HON. MIKE COFFMAN 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 22, 2011 

Mr. COFFMAN of Colorado. Mr. Speaker, 
today our national debt is 
$14,705,188,086,992.02. 

On January 6, 2009, the start of the 111th 
Congress, the national debt was 
$10,638,425,746,293.80. 

This means the national debt has increased 
by $4,066,762,340,698.22 since then. This 
debt and its interest payments we are passing 
to our children and all future Americans. 

f 

IN HONOR OF THE 50TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE PEACE CORPS 

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 22, 2011 

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
honor of the 50th anniversary of the Peace 
Corps, an organization of volunteers who are 
dedicated to helping individuals build better 
lives for themselves by living and working in 
developing countries. 

Following President John F. Kennedy’s chal-
lenge to 5,000 students at the University of 
Michigan to dedicate two years of their lives to 
help people in developing countries, the 
Peace Corps was officially established on 
March 1, 1961. Young people throughout the 
country were inspired, and by June 22, 1961, 
Peace Corps Director Sargent Shriver had re-
ceived 11,000 applications. On August 30, 
1961, the first group of Peace Corps volun-
teers arrived to serve as teachers in Ghana. 
By December of 1961, more than 500 volun-
teers were working in nine countries around 
the world. 

Today, 50 years after the Peace Corps 
began; there are more than 8,600 active vol-
unteers and trainees working in 76 different 
countries. The mission of the Peace Corps 
that was adopted in 1961 still remains the or-
ganization’s mission today. ‘‘Helping the peo-
ple of interested countries in meeting their 
need for trained men and women. Helping 
promote a better understanding of Americans 
on the part of the peoples served. Helping 
promote a better understanding of other peo-
ples on the part of Americans.’’ 
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